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1837.] Literary Notices. 85 

2. A Farewell Discourse to his late charge in Framingham. By Rev. 
George Trask. Boston. Whipple & Damrell. 1837. 

Mr. Trask, in taking leave of his former charge, dwells "ow the 
importance of a faithful exhibition, and a cordial reception of moral and 
divine truth; and, among other peculiarities of the gospel, he marks 
with emphasis the principles of peace : 

" The New Testament breathes the notes of peace and love, and he is deaf, 
indeed, who is insensible to these gracious sounds. It enforces forbearance, 
patience, forgiveness, and all those virtues, which, in a world sinful even as is 
this, array their possessor in a shield far better than all others. This senti- 
ment, men, and Christian men, are slow to admit; though David Hume, a 
prince amidst infidels, long before you and I were born, long before our non- 
resistance advocates had uttered a syllable, with his keen eye saw the bearings 
of the gospel on war. He gives us to understand, that he despised the gospel, 
because it inculcated the mean virtue of meekness, and because it would not 
permit its adherents to fight for their rights. Happy had it been for the world, 
if Christian nations, churches and ministers had seen the truth with half the 
clearness, which blessed the vision of that arch foe of God and revelation! 
Then Christians would not have been reproached as being the most sanguinary 
warriors that ever fought. The Jew would not have tauntingly said, the Mes- 
siah has not come, for the Messiah is the Prince of peace. Then we should not 
have seen so great, an amount of treasure, and blood, and genius, devoted to 
the work of human butchery. 

The evil is apparent, too apparent. Where is the remedy? The remedy to 
war is non-resistance, non-resistance on gospel principles. A remedy, you are 
aware, which strikes many a champion in the church, and out of it, as worse 
than the disease. This, however, is no valid objection. Pray, what truth of 
revelation does not encounter opposition from a depraved heart and a depraved 
world? The doctrine of non-resistance is indeed attended with difficulties; a 
child can slate them; and so is every other doctrine on war, and in my humble 
opinion in the proportion of a thousand to one. 

My friends, if we would put an end to unholy strife between individuals and 
communities, we must do what the Christian world has not yet done; we must 
adopt the adequate remedy; we must adopt the right principle in the case, 
and no longer beat the air. We must show that war is wrong, totally wrong. 
We must reason from the depraved elements of human nature, as we find them. 
We must show that war is necessarily a state of malice; that it can no more 
exist without malice, than hell can exist without malice. We must show, that 
Jesus Christ, our Master, forbids it; that Christians will not fight in the Millen- 
nium; that what will be right in the Millennium, is right now, and is the only 
efficient and Christian principle of action. 

If, however, we can contend in love, in Christian love, where love to God 
and love to man, where the sweet benevolence of the gospel constitutes the 
animating and controlling passion, where wrath, and malice, and unholy am- 
bition are laid aside; such warfare is evidently right; let it go on, let it be car- 
ried beyond the skies; it may innocently reign in heaven. And if we can point 
to any war, in this age, or in past ages, in this land, or in other lands, conduct- 
ed on this evangelical principle, such a war was right; but if not thus conduct- 
ed, as I interpret the Scriptures, it was wrong, essentially wrong, Jesus Christ 
being judge." 

We are glad to mark how often and how prominently the subject 
of peace begins to be brought before the community by its leading 
minds. We find it woven into publications too numerous to be no- 
ticed in our pages; and in sermons, orations, and other performances 
on public occasions of importance, we hear it frequently introduced 
in a wav which augurs well for the cause. 



